General information:
The reactions were monitored by thin-layer-chromatography using aluminium coated TLC plates with silica gel 60 F 254 (Merck) in iodine chamber. Purifications of the products were carried out by column chromatography using silica gel (60-120 mesh). All the chemicals, including cupric chloride (Merck, India), sodium hydroxide (Merck, India), hydrochloric acid (Merck, India), capping agent (PEG, MW 4000, SRL India), potassium carbonate (Qualigens, India), MeOH (Merck, India), ethanol (Bengal chemicals Pvt. Ltd, Kolkata), arylboronic acid substrates (SRL, India), aniline and imidazole substrates (Merck, India & SRL, India) and silica gel for TLC and column chromatography (Merck, India) were of analytical grade and used without purification. 
Characterization of the products:
Diphenylamine (entry 1, 134.8, 130.9, 127.0, 122.9, 114.9, 55.6, 13.6 1-(4-methoxyphenyl)-2-methyl-1H-imidazole (entry 14, 
